Why Do Worldviews Matter? (6/29)

What is a Worldview?

A way of looking at life and events to make sense of them

If life were a jigsaw puzzle, your worldview would be the top of the box

Logic Chart of Worldviews

Theism

We Are Less Conscious of Other Worldviews

We were raised theists

Our society is still predominantly theistic in stated belief if not in action

What exactly do theists believe?

God exists beyond and in the world

Theism holds to both the transcendence and the immanence of God

Transcendence means God exists beyond and independently of the world, yet (immanence) he is present in all parts of the world as its sustaining cause

The world was originated by God, and it is conserved in existence by him.
The World was created ex nihilo (Latin “from nothing”)

The world is not eternal

It came into existence by God’s decree

Its existence is totally contingent and dependent upon God. The universe was not created from preexisting material (ex materia), as dualism or materialism claims

Nor was it made out of God’s essence (ex Deo), as pantheism claims

It was brought into existence by God out of nothing that preexisted.

Miracles are possible and have occurred

Although God operates his universe in a regular and orderly way—what we call the laws of nature—he also transcends the universe

There is a supernatural realm that can invade the natural realm

The sovereign Creator cannot be locked outside his creation

Although God usually works in a regular, natural way, on occasion he works in a special, supernatural way

This occasional invasion of nature by the supernatural is called a miracle.

Most theists not only believe that miracles can happen but also believe that some actually have happened

Jewish theists point to the Exodus

Muslims point to God’s revelations to Muhammad

Christian theists point to the resurrection of Christ as chief examples of miracles.

Man is made in God’s image

Theists believe in the creation of man in God’s likeness. This means that man has freedom and dignity that ought to be treated with utmost respect. Man is God’s representative on earth; therefore, his life is sacred. Man should be treated as an end, not as a means; he should be loved as a person, not used as a thing.

As a creature of God, man is not sovereign over his own life. He does not have the right to take his life or to murder another person. Only God gives life, and only God has the right to take it.

Since man was created, he has a beginning in time. He is not eternal, even though he is immortal. There is no preexistence of the soul, as is believed by polytheists and pantheists. Nor is there annihilation of the soul, as atheists believe.

There is a moral law. Since the theistic God is a moral being, and since man is created in God’s image, a moral corollary of theism is man’s duty to obey God’s absolute moral law. This law is absolutely binding since it comes from God, and it is over and above any human laws. It is not merely descriptive, as the laws of nature are; it is prescriptive.

Man is immortal

 Man is immortal, not in his essence, but because God will sustain him as his creature forever

Man’s moral actions will ultimately be rewarded or punished

He will not be reincarnated nor given a second chance at life

Time is the testing ground for eternity.

Man will be rewarded or punished

Each individual life, like all of history, progresses toward an end or goal, and each man will be rewarded or punished in the afterlife according to his works in this life

Some modern theists have minimized or negated the punishment aspect of human destiny in the hope that all might be saved, but traditional theists see this as wishful thinking

All theists, however, acknowledge a day of reckoning that will bring about justice for all.

Which major religions are theistic?

Judaism

Christianity

Islam

Agnosticism/Atheism

Many Scientists are Agnostic or Atheistic

Agnosticism

From the Greek “a” meaning “without” plus “gnosis” meaning “knowledge”

Limited Agnosticism says that the existence and nature of God are not known
Complete agnosticism says that God is unknowable

Atheist is from the Greek “a” meaning “without” plus “theos” meaning “god”

Atheists believe:

God does not exist

The world is eternal

Evil exists

Man is material

Ethics are relative

Man’s destiny is death

Pantheism

Pantheist is from the Greek “pan” meaning “all” plus “theos” meaning “god”

Many Eastern Religions/New Agers are Pantheists

Pantheists in general believe:

God is impersonal and one

The world flows out of God

God is the world

Miracles are impossible

Man needs to unite with God

Ethics are not absolute

History is illusory and/or cyclical

Polytheism

Polytheism is quite varied

The most common and fastest growing polytheistic religion you are likely to encounter is Mormonism

Mormonism is much more concerned than it used to be in presenting itself as just another Christian denomination

When some of its beliefs or rules are politically unpopular, the central authority in Salt Lake City “receives” new revelation which changes them

When some of its original writings are shown to be in error, the central authority in Salt Lake City changes them.  Without independent copies it would be difficult to prove this change.

The polytheistic aspects are not stressed in its missionary work or on its website

A Few Other Worldviews

Panentheism

God is in the universe

This view says God is in the universe as a mind is in a body

The universe is God’s “body”

But there is another “pole” to God other than the physical universe

This other pole is his eternal and infinite potential beyond the actual physical universe

You probably don’t know anyone who is/was a panentheist 
Deism

God is beyond the universe but not in it

Deism is like theism minus the miracles

It says God is transcendent over the universe but not supernaturally active in the world

It holds a naturalistic view of the world while insisting that there must be a creator or originator of the universe

Thomas Jefferson was a deist

Finite Godism

A finite God is beyond and in the universe

Finite godism is like theism, only the god beyond the universe and active in it is not infinite but is limited in his nature and power

Rabbi Harold Kushner, author of “When Bad Things Happen to Good People”, holds this view
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